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The Collegian - February 15, 2021
NEWS
AFROFUTURISM EXHIBIT PREMIERES AT SAINT MARY’S LIBRARY
FOR 44 DAYS
2/15/2021
During a month focused on Black History, Afrofuturism celebrates visions of Black futures.
By Kiera O’Hara-Heinz
News Reporter
In non-COVID times, if you wandered into the Saint Mary’s Library lobby, you may have
noticed different displays on a variety of topics. While the Library building may be closed,
these exhibits live on in virtual form. The library's current virtual exhibit on Afrofuturism, a
part of 44 Days Honoring Black History: "Telling Our Own Stories,” is available online as part
of the library's virtual catalog from February 8 through March 23.
Afrofuturism is a genre of literature, film, music and visual arts that blends features of
science fiction and futuristic themes along with elements of Black culture. The exploring
Afrofuturism library display provides a basic definition of afrofuturism, as well as links to
works of afrofuturistic fiction, film, and scholarship.
The Afrofuturism virtual exhibit was curated by Saint Mary’s Librarian Gina Lee Kessler,
who created the exhibit after an invitation from the College’s Black Lives Matter
subcommittee that was sent to the different departments on campus inviting them to
become involved in 44 days. Kessler became aware of the concept of Afrofuturism after
witnessing the popularity of the Black Panther film.
“I think it was after Black Panther came out I noticed that I became a lot more attuned to
this lens to look at literature and music and such that Black writers and artists and scholars
were making,” Kessler said. She noted that although Afrofuturism is not a new genre, the

rising popularity may come in part from publishers recognizing a need to show stories
from more diverse authors featuring diverse characters.
She created the exhibit as a way to share resources she has found interesting on the topic.
Kessler says that Black history month is often very focused on Black trauma, and that
Afrofuturism in itself is a liberating concept because it focuses on Black futures.
She also believes that Afrofuturism “also makes the very radical assertion that there are
Black people in the future; whereas a lot of sci-fi just only talks about white people, as if
they are making the assertion that our current time is focused on whiteness, and looking
into the future there will only be white people too.”
Kessler thinks that Afrofuturism is more necessary than ever in our current times. Despite
the dystopian themes often found in Afrofuturistic works, she believes that Afrofuturism is
really rooted in hope.
“Sci-fi and fantasy are great ways to escape our difficult realities and these have been
especially difficult years, for everyone but especially for Black people and people of color. I
think that there may be an increased embrace of Afrofuturism as a method of escapism
where people actually see themselves in these stories,” Kessler said.
Kessler also wants to acknowledge that as a white person, there may be some problematic
aspects to her being the creator of the exhibit. She notes that the exhibit is not meant to be
an authority on the topic of Afrofuturism but rather a collection of resources. The exhibit is
also open to community feedback and offers a suggestion box where people can submit
more suggestions of Afrofuturist works that may have been omitted.
“If anyone reading this article has any suggestions for works we’ve omitted and that should
have a place in the library, that is totally welcome, and they should submit that form and I’ll
see what I can do to add it,” Kessler said. “We totally welcome community collaboration on
this to try to account for my blindspots as a white person making this for 44 days of
honoring Black history."

STUDENTS ORGS WORK HARMONIOUSLY WITH DISCORD
2/15/2021
Saint Mary’s Spring 2021 Involvement Fair premiered with virtual platform Discord that features
new ways of connecting students with each other.
By Evan Rodrigues
News Reporter
This past Wednesday, Feb 10, SIL (Student Involvement and leadership) and AS (Associated
Students) hosted the Spring 2021 Involvement Fair. The event was held over Discord, a
platform designed for virtual group communication. While video calling is within Discord’s
capabilities, the Involvement Fair made use of text and voice channels. Each organization
had its own channel, or chatroom, where students could stop by and ask questions. Club
executives were also able to send links to upcoming events or interest surveys, among
other things. In the voice channels, students were able to get even more of a feel for what
interacting with a club might be like.
Two of the individuals responsible for putting the event together shared what it was like
interacting with a platform that, for most, is less familiar that Zoom. Accounting for the
possible lack of comfort someone might experience when using Discord for the first time,
they held a Discord tutorial the day prior. Julia Hammer from SIL, having experience using
Discord in the past, helped deliver a great introduction to the platform. “I’m just hoping,”
Hammer said, “that both the tutorial and Involvement Fair were helpful to everyone who
participated. At SIL we’re really trying to make getting involved as easy as possible since
events haven’t been in person as much and it can be a challenge to know where to reach
people.”
Hammer shared some insight into the decision to try Discord, saying “While Discord
probably wasn’t as familiar to everyone as Zoom, it does offer a lot more options.” For
example, event guests and organization execs could both jump from various voice
channels as well as participate in multiple text channels simultaneously.
Kameryn Gubera, Vice President of Student Organizations, was also involved in the
planning of the Discord tutorial and the involvement fair. VP Gubera shared her

perspective on the events, saying “We had a really great showing, as far as using a new
platform. A lot of people were able to log on and participate.” It seems that, despite the
stressful nature of using unfamiliar software, the event was a success. Both Hammer and
VP Gubera expressed that they are hopeful student organizations will make more use of
Discord for future meetings and events.
The student organizations also worked well with the platform, using text channels to share
links, photos, and more. The server was set up in a way that grouped club channels
depending on the type of club. The groupings included Student Life, Diversity Orgs, Culture
and Community Based, Academic Orgs, Media and Tech, Outdoors and Recreation, and
Philanthropy. On the text channels separated by the aforementioned groupings, execs
were able to gather and share contact information with ease. Some organizations had
larger text paragraphs welcoming guests to their text channels, while others shared that
they were ready and willing to answer questions.
Maddi from the IC wrote, “The Intercultural Center is looking forward to an amazing lineup
of programs and events this semester! All folks from the SMC community are welcome to
join our events and programs, and we are available to chat and answer any questions
during our weekly virtual office hours called IC Cafe.”
Maya from Native American and Indigenous Student Association (NAISA) shared, “our
general body meeting is on the 19th at 6pm and Mexica New year is our upcoming event
on March 12th 6-8pm . . . it’s a collab with La Hermandad. We're having guest speaker Jose
Islas from Mexico teach us about the meaning of this new year and how the Anahuacan
count functions and lead us in a prayer for the new year.”
This is just a fraction of the information shared during the event, and does not fully
represent the diversity of student organizations at Saint Mary’s College. If you missed the
event and are curious about getting involved with an organization, check out the Saint
Mary’s College of California website SIL page, or go to https://stmarysca.campuslabs.com/engage/organizations.

US SUPPORT REVOKED FROM WAR IN YEMEN-IS IT TOO LATE?
2/15/2021
President Joe Biden has declared the stop of the United States’ support for the Saudi-led war in
Yemen, however, after a six year war many wonder if the support will help put an end to the
violence.
By Annika Henthorn
News Reporter
According to The New York Times, the ongoing conflict in Yemen began in 2014 when the
Houthis, a rebel group from Yemen, attempted to take over the capital and a majority of
Yemen's northwest. A year later, Saudia Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, and other Arab
states implemented a bombing campaign to dismantle the group and reestablish the
government. Thinking that this campaign would be short-lived, many Saudi officials did not
predict it would continue for as long as it has.
The United States has offered military aid to Saudi Arabia to assist in the rebel’s demise.
However, many Yemenis who are also opposed to the Houthis, are angered by the actions
of the United States. Tragically, the ones that have been hit the hardest by the attacks are
civilians, many of which take place at funerals, weddings, and other gatherings, according
to The New York Times. These attacks are organized by Saudi Arabia and its allies, but
carried out with US materials and weapons. Yemenis are upset with the decisions the US
has made regarding their stance in such a massive humanitarian crisis.
On Thursday, February 4, President Joe Biden declared the war in Yemen a “humanitarian
and strategic catastrophe.” In response to this, he has decided to stop the United States’
support for the Saudi-led war in Yemen and some sale of weaponry, according to The New
York Times. Although this is a relief to some in Yemen, others have expressed that it might
be too late. After six years at war, many believe the damage done cannot be reversed.
Farea Al-Muslimi, an associate at Chatham House, a research group that focuses on Yemen
and the Persian Gulf, has stated that “the Gulf countries already have a lot of weapons, so
the decision is symbolic in a lot of ways.” Regardless of the United States pulling their
support, Saudi Arabia and its allies attain enough weapons to continue the destruction.

Unfortunately, Biden’s decision to pull the United States’ support does not automatically
mean an end to a war.
Weapons or not, New York Times has reiterated the deep-seeded tensions and conflict that
Yemen still exists, complicating this common goal of peace. However, by Joe Biden
removing the United States from its involvement in the war, it allows the United States to
be in a better position to devise a resolution. Trump’s administration has deemed the
Houthis a terrorist group; however, Biden has reversed this in hopes of moving towards
peace.

A SHORTSTOP AWAY FROM A CAREER CHANGE
2/15/2021
Former baseball player turned businessman Derek Poppert was the first guest speaker in the
“Life Beyond Sports” series, providing wisdom for student athletes after their time involved in
college sports end.
By Ally Sullivan
News Reporter
In the first ever “Life Beyond Sports” series, the Saint Marys Community welcomed guest
speaker Derek Poppert. Poppert, a Bay Area native, grew up loving the game of baseball as
an exceptional Shortstop, and eventually following it all the way from Acalanes High School
to the University of San Francisco.
The process Poppert described to make it to a competitive level did not come without
challenges, “I wasn't heavily recruited, I had this chip on my shoulder that I should be highly
recruited” Poppert said.
Nevertheless, he found comfort and culture at USF, deciding the college was the best place
to be. At USF he described the rigorous transition from being a high school athlete to a
collegiate athlete as being challenging, “I was not easily able to coast [through]. In college
days were more structured and I now had more responsibility. I took school more seriously
in college, looking at Grad[uate] school if baseball did not work out.”
Fortunate for Poppert he was sought out in the baseball realm, initially being picked to play
for the Cincinnati Reds. He turned down the offer to focus on his senior year at USF, in
hopes that he would be higher up in the draft the following year. This allowed time for
Poppert to take a step back and start thinking of what life may look like after baseball. He
thought about beginning to travel, and what Graduate school might be like, developing
new interests off the field. Eventually the draft came again, and Poppert was successfully
brought on to play for the Seattle Mariners in their minor league, after a short amount of
time he decided to retire from his beloved sport and step into what he referred to as the
“real world.”

The cozy confines of college felt like a distant memory for Poppert. Poppert came out of
college with a degree in Global Politics, and like many others struggled to connect it to a
career. Now away from baseball he described the separation of his identity away from
being an athlete, claiming the transition to be easier for him than most because he had
other interests.
“I sort of zig zagged back and forth in a trial of different things, circling to the tech industry
and UX design” Poppert said.
Poppert now four years into UX design, and working for a popular sports ecommerce
company Fanatics, reflects that he could never have pictured that his current life is where
his path would have led him to. “If you asked me what I did 10 years ago, I wouldn't even
know what my job [would be].”
Popperts biggest piece of advice to a student-athlete, is to look at practicality. He advised
those on the call to be weary of just choosing classes that will help you learn more about
an interesting subject, but to view it more practically for how would it translate into a
career. He urged students to ask themselves “How can I actually make money from this?”
Much appreciation should be given to Poppert on behalf of the Saint Marys community for
sharing his life experiences, and reminding students that interests can change and
sometimes life may throw you a curveball.
Author’s Note: Special thanks to Derek Poppert for his participation in the “Life Beyond Sports
Series."

OPINION
CALIFORNIA'S UNFAIR CHURCH BAN HAS BEEN STRUCK DOWN
BY THE SUPREME COURT
2/15/2021
Regardless of circumstances, a state government never has the authority to stop services in
places of worship. The recent ruling by the Supreme Court is a rightful ruling to protect a first
amendment right.
Lenin O’Mahony
Opinion Columnist
The Supreme Court released its decision regarding the state of California’s ban on indoor
church services, saying that California cannot continue such bans, which were initially put
into place to prevent the spread of the COVID-19 virus. California has suffered
exceptionally difficult struggles in terms of keeping COVID cases, and deaths, at a
minimum. California has had some of the strictest lockdowns not just in the country, but in
the world. It is understandable that the State of California would want to keep restrictions
up across the state while cases are on the rise, however, it is also evident that such severe
restrictions were not being placed across all establishments in the state.
Rulings on churches were insisting not upon minimal indoor attendance, but zero indoor
services. However, other places, such as grocery stores, restaurants, shops, and even film
production establishments in California, have been under separate in-door rules. They
have had reasonable expectations set, such as mandatory mask wearing, social distancing,
and limited numbers of people allowed indoors.
I believe that California's leniences towards other groups’ restrictions in comparison to
Churches can be explained in two ways. First, the state government could be especially
hard on religious groups throughout the state, which would not be surprising behavior
from an increasingly secular government. Second, the state is being lenient on certain
groups for the sake of the economy, or special interest groups that fund the government.
However, considering the state has consistently leaned towards harsher restrictions, with

especially unfair restrictions placed on houses of worship, it is fair to say that the state
simply does not prioritize the needs of faithful California residents.
States have been given extraordinary authority in terms of these lockdowns, being allowed
to limit the free travel of citizens and access to private establishments. Such restrictions
would be considered criminal outside of the context of the current pandemic, yet still, the
state cannot simply take full control over the lives of its citizens, even during times such as
these. Especially when it appears that the state is acting in a hypocritical manner, without
taking into consideration the needs and desires of all of its citizens.
This is why we have the Supreme Court, to ensure that all levels of government in the
United States of America do not act or exercise authority outside of that bestowed upon
them by the Constitution. California citizens deserve the right to attend indoor masses,
which follow the same regulations as other indoor activities. This includes limited numbers
of people, masks, and social distancing. There is no reason for the state to restrict such
activities for Christians, Catholics, Muslims, Jews, Sikhs, Hindu, and more.
The right to practice religion is one of the oldest and most valuable rights given to
Americans, being one of the rights on which this country was founded. It is understandable
then that many churches and states across the country have resisted at times when they
felt there were unfair constraints on their rights. It is true that life has needed to change
during this pandemic in order to protect the general health and safety of the public, but it
is clear after this Supreme Court ruling that the actions of the California state government
have overreached their authority and were not serving the best interests of many citizens.
After this court ruling, not only have indoor religious services resumed, but outdoor
services have also received higher attendance numbers, as citizens return back to safely
worship their respective faiths. Several precautions have been enforced and required in
the past year in order to stop the spread and detrimental effects of this pandemic, but
these restrictions are becoming unfair to certain groups, groups who are thankful for the
recent court decision to protect their rights.

OPENING IN-PERSON CLASSES FOR CHILDREN: A THIRD
OPTION
2/15/2021
Homeschooling could be a strong solution to the debate surrounding students learning virtually
or in person.
By Emmanuel Simon
Opinion Columnist
Like almost all matters in our pseudo-political climate, there is much debate about whether
children should physically go back to school, or remain home and do classes online. Why is
that?
The arguments for those who advocate for children to physically go back to school are
numerous. The argument I find strongest on this side is that children need to go back to
school in order to develop their minds and social skills. As much as we would like to
pretend otherwise, meeting friends on Zoom differs immensely from meeting them in
person. There is something about personal connections that make human flourishing
possible, and doing away with these connections harms the human person. Thus,
according to some who advocate for children to go back to school, the measures to prevent
COVID-19 are harmful and inhumane.
Similarly, there are many who advocate that children physically going back to school during
COVID-19 would produce disastrous results. The strongest argument for this position, in
my view, is that children want to run around and play with other children, disregarding
masks and social distancing. Children can thereby get COVID-19 and spread it to other
children and teachers. Furthermore, if the children were to get sick, the parents of that
child would have to take care of him or her, increasing the risk of exposure for the parent.
Thus, to open up in person classes for students would appear to be counterproductive to
stopping the spread of the virus. Once the COVID vaccine becomes available for the
general public, we could start talking about measures on how to open in person classes for
children.

These being the strongest arguments on both sides, I wonder whether there is some sort
of third position one could take, whether it be a middle ground between the two or some
third option. As much as I would like to, I don’t have the answer to solve this difficult issue.
However, I think COVID-19 has shown us other opportunities for schooling.
In recent years, homeschooling has been increasingly popular amongst families and
children. Though I myself was never homeschooled, I know many who were, and these
individuals are intelligent, have good social skills, and are able to do what an average nonhomeschooled student can do. Not only would homeschooling lower the risk of exposure
to COVID-19 for children and their families, it would also provide parents the opportunity
to bond with their children. Homeschooling can be a safe way for children to be maskless,
in person, and with others; this does away with the previous difficulties.
Now some may be tempted to object, saying that if children were to be homeschooled,
then a parent would not be able to work at their job. But homeschooling does away with
this difficulty as well. Homeschooling one’s own child is a job in itself. Even though a parent
homeschooling a child doesn’t make money, it does save money which would otherwise be
needlessly spent. Also, given the current situation, if a person wanted to work at home,
they would be able to. Thus, even if a parent had to stay at home, the parent wouldn’t
necessarily have to give up his or her job.
Amongst the confusing debate between those who advocate for and against children to
physically go back to school, one finds a clear and effective solution which permits children
and the family as a whole to flourish. What can be more fulfilling for a father and a mother
than to get to bond with their children, establishing a deep and personal relationship!

THE EXECUTIVE ORDER HOARDERS
2/15/2021
Joe Biden joins the majority of U.S. presidents who sign sweeping numbers of executive orders to
complete their agenda swiftly. Although within their constitutional rights, executive orders are a
dangerous form of government, that prioritize the actions of one individual over the power of
many.
By Katelyn McCarthy
Opinion Columnist
President Joe Biden, after only three weeks in office, is on his way to making history—the
Guinness Book of World Records kind. Already, he has signed more executive orders than
each of his predecessors (save FDR) did in their first month as president. Clocking in at 29
thus far, he multiplies President Trump’s 12 by almost 2.5 and comes just shy of doubling
President Obama’s.
In line with tradition, most of his orders reverse those signed by his predecessor. Biden
has, for example, ended construction of the border wall, reentered the Paris Climate
Agreement, and reversed President Trump’s ban on committing American funds to
international programs that promote abortion. He has signed orders unrelated to
President Trump’s policies, as well, imposing his own travel ban, expanding the census to
count non-citizens, and (a personal favorite) “Restoring Trust in Government Through
Scientific Integrity and Evidence-Based Policymaking.” I expect that Mr. Biden’s next two
executive orders shall recognize the scientific truths that life exists within the womb and
that biological sex is immutable. Hopefully they shall be forthcoming.
While some conservatives oppose Biden’s heavy-handed use of the executive order, he is
well within his constitutional rights as occupant of the Oval Office to issue as many orders
as he pleases. So long as the policy instituted by the orders is under the executive branch’s
prerogative (he could not, for example, issue an order declaring war or confirming a
Supreme Court Justice), he may enact the agenda of his choice. Though executive orders
can be overturned by federal courts and, with some difficulty, overruled by Congress, most
remain intact until a new occupant enters the White House.

But Biden’s running start is of less importance than the overall trend in executive orders
throughout American history. While outliers exist, the executive order remained in ill use
until the presidency of Abraham Lincoln, who signed 48 over the course of his tenure. They
continued to increase, burgeoning to 1,081 under Teddy Roosevelt; his cousin claims a
whopping 3,721, his yearly average the only of all of the presidents to pass the 300 mark.
Perhaps a reaction to FDR’s infatuation with his signature, the executive order entered into
a decline, with no president after him holding a yearly average even half of that of his.
Since Eisenhower, each president’s yearly average has rested between 35 and 80.
In any case, it is true that considerably more executive orders have been signed in the
recent past than they were in America’s early days. Joe Biden, while already racking up a
tally, is a symptom, and not the cause, of the trend to solidify and increase the power of the
executive branch. Whether this is done to overcome a Congress’s inability to come to an
agreement, to promote an agenda that would otherwise likely receive little support, or to
respond to hard times, it expresses a dangerous trend against the principle of subsidiarity
and distances the voice of the people from their governmental processes. It is an issue
partisan only in the sense of the official versus the everyman; it possesses few political
preferences.
Seeing as the executive order is so solid as to be made practically of stone, there is little
anyone who lacks power, prestige, or a porky pocketbook can do in response to an
executive order. But one can certainly hope that President Biden’s—and any president’s—
executive orders shall, as Mr. Biden himself stated at a campaign stop in 2019, “choose
unity over division...choose science over fiction...choose truth over facts!”

TED CRUZ AND JOSH HAWLEY SHOULD BE EXPELLED FROM
CONGRESS
2/16/2021
Senators Ted Cruz and Josh Hawley both ignited a political coup, stating false claims in order to
keep Donald Trump as president. They both betrayed the American people, and should be held
accountable by resigning from Congress.
By Brent Dondalski
Opinion Columnist
On January 6th 2021 hundreds of pro-Trump individuals stormed the Capitol building over
their collective frustration that Donald Trump did not win the 2020 election. The members
of Congress, most of whom sought to certify the election results that day, were forced to
seek safety and barricade themselves in the building. This is a clear consequence of Donald
Trump, Senator Josh Hawley, and Senator Ted Cruz’s relentless misinformation campaign
to overturn the 2020 election results, and they should face consequences.
Just one day before the insurrection Politico reported that Cruz and Hawley were leading
11 other GOP senators to challenge the results of the election. Their aim to delegitimize the
2020 election through accusations of widespread voter fraud has been heavily criticized
due to its overt lack of evidence. On Fox News prior to the attack, Ted Cruz spoke on air
about “unprecedented allegations of voter fraud” and expressed his willingness to
challenge the election results, despite the justice department asserting that there has been
no evidence of widespread fraud.
Josh Hawley similarly announced his objection to certifying the 2020 election results while
echoing false conspiracy theories about poor election security, despite the 2020 election
being one of the most secure in American history according to Brennan Center for Justice.
61 of the 62 lawsuits filed by the president have been tossed out because of a lack of merit.
For every accusation of voter fraud there are hundreds of fact-checkers and investigative
sources reporting that it just did not happen that way. This widespread voter fraud, simply
put, is a myth. It was made up out of thin air by Trump and his colleagues as a desperate
attempt to hold onto power. It is what ultimately inspired the January 6th attack that lead
to the death of five people.

Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez (D), a notable progressive member of the Democratic Party,
described the coup attempt saying “I thought I was going to die” as well as hearing screams
from the protesters yelling “Where is she? Where is she?” Rep. Nancy Mase (R), a republican
from South Carolina, even vowed to start carrying a firearm at the capitol after the event
declaring “I will not be put in that situation again.”
The accounts of this event are harrowing and we cannot let them fade into the past. The
politicians responsible for this violence must be held accountable or we risk history
repeating itself. This event was a textbook example of an attempted coup. There is no
debate here.
Merriam-Webster defines a coup as “a sudden decisive exercise of force in politics,
especially the violent overthrow or alteration of an existing government by a small group.”
Nobody could sum up the frustration that led to this attempted coup better than Donald
Trump himself when he told the crowd “this election was stolen from you, from me, from
the country” just hours before the Capitol violence ignited. Clearly the general goal of the
mob was to violently take control of the building and subsequently acquire power for the
Trump administration. Fortunately, successful coups tend to be more intricately planned
and after hours of violence, including the deaths of four protesters and one police officer,
the crowd was expelled from the building and dispersed.
It is important to accurately assess this coup as a coup to truly grasp the gravity of this
situation. They attempted to overthrow the American government. They got closer than we
might ever see again. Democracy almost crumbled right in front of our eyes and the
recklessly incorrect claims of election fraud perpetuated by Donald Trump, Ted Cruz, and
Josh Hawley are where the blame lies.
If the conspiracies had not been started and amplified by the former president and these
senators then the insurrection would have never happened. What must happen now is
Congress must acknowledge this officially and expel Senator Hawley and Senator Cruz
from Congress. This act would show the American people that there are serious
consequences for undermining democracy and that any seditious and reckless behavior by
government officials in the future would be met with full accountability.
If both Hawley and Cruz are allowed to continue as Senators after inciting a coup then what
is stopping them from making even more seizes for power? Senator Lindsey Graham has

come out in opposition to their expulsions saying “it is past time for all of us to try to heal
our country and move forward,” but what better way to heal than to hold those responsible
accountable? If one can acknowledge to themselves that the attack on January 6th was in
fact an attempted coup and that Hawley and Cruz’ endorsement of election fraud
conspiracies directly lead to this coup then there is clearly only one way forward. There is
no bipartisan compromise here. They should be glad they aren’t being arrested for treason.
Senators Josh Hawley and Ted Cruz must be expelled from Congress.

CULTURE
BRIDGERTON: THE NEW REIGNING SHOW ON NETFLIX
2/15/2021
A series that allows viewers to dive into the drama of the Bridgerton family, having the chance to
escape the reality of an ongoing pandemic.
By Isabelle Delostrinos
Culture Columnist
Netflix’s Bridgerton has taken over the throne and is the most viewed series on the
streaming platform. Filled with drama and romance the show was able to overthrow
previous placeholder, The Witcher, with over 82 million views since its release on Christmas
Day according to Deadline. After months of sheltering in place, Bridgerton could not have
been released at a better time. With many Americans gaining fatigue from COVID
restrictions and working from home, this show provided a whimsical escape into the lives
of the Bridgerton family and townspeople of London.
Set in 1813, the show follows the lives of the Bridgertons, a wealthier and more traditional
family of eight children and their widowed mother. Wedding season has just begun and the
eldest daughter, Daphne played by Phoebe Dynevor, is the first of the family to be
participating in the marriage market. They hold a reputation of being very prim and proper,
and are known to be the most perfect family in the town. Their excitement for this special
occasion causes them to bring out their best dresses and jewelry to uphold their family
name during this season. But Eloise, the second eldest daughter, has far more interest in
the inequalities she experiences by being a woman in their society. Her best friend,
Penelope Featherington, shares those same values.
Penelope comes from a rather unique family. Her mother also enters all three of her
daughters into the running to find a husband. But their chances to wed become much
slimmer when their distant cousin, Marina Thompson, arrives to stay in their home during
this time. Not only is she the new girl in town and must adjust to this new lifestyle, but she
is forced to deal with her own drama that has followed from her past. Her attempt to have
a fresh start in this new place has failed miserably, dragging the Featheringtons into her
story.

Now this recap may seem like the whole show might have just been spoiled, but we are
only scratching the surface. The Duke of Hastings, played by Rege-Jean Page, is another key
character who swoons the hearts of all the women in the town. His unfortunate status of
being single makes him the primary candidate in the marriage market. Viewers also
explore the happenings in the lives of the Bridgerton men, who each begin to dip into the
idea of love and what it means or feels like. How could a show with only eight episodes
keep track of this amount of drama? Lady Whistledown, voiced by none other than Julie
Andrews, publishes all of the town’s juicy gossip for everyone to read in a daily paper. Her
identity is anonymous, bringing in that much more suspense to the townspeople and
viewers at home.
Bridgerton is based on a book series written by Julia Quinn, who is the #1 New York Times
Bestselling Romance author. Her romantic novels appealed to producer Shonda Rhimes,
who is well known as the woman behind Grey’s Anatomy and Scandal. These shows have
demonstrated Rhimes’s ability to execute a story in ways that keeps viewers wanting more.
For instance, Grey’s Anatomy first aired in 2005 and is still filming today, fifteen years later.
Rhimes’s successful resume would only suggest that this new series should be one to keep
on your radar.
The show has been renewed for a second season and is set to begin filming in the UK this
spring. This series is a great pick me up for people who enjoy light hearted love stories and
plots based on never ending drama and gossip. It is recommended for mature audiences
and can be uncomfortable for people watching with other family members, so play this in
the living room at your own risk. But in the end, each episode is significant and has an
ability to keep viewers wanting more. Its structure reflects the way a book is set up, where
episodes feel like a chapter and pressing the “next episode” button is like quickly turning
the page to find out what’s next. I finished the series within a day, unapologetically staying
up until 3 A.M. to do so. I am part of the millions of others who recommend this witty show
and hope it gains a larger audience before season two is released in the future.

OLIVIA RODRIGO’S NEW SONG POSSIBLY ABOUT FELLOW
STARS
2/15/2021
Fans are convinced that Olivia Rodrigo’s new song “Driver’s License” has connections to Sabrina
Carpenter and Joshua Bassett.
By Remy Zerber
Culture Columnist
Olivia Rodrigo’s new song “Driver’s License” is a big hit, topping most of the charts within
the first day it was released. However, it has caused some drama with Sabrina Carpenter
and Joshua Bassett, two other singers, and Disney Channel stars.
Josh and Olivia co-starred on High School Musical: The Musical: The Series together. They
were rumored to be dating and broke up in August 2020. After they broke up, Josh was
rumored to be dating Sabrina because they posted a video dressed up as Sharkboy and
Lavagirl to TikTok on Halloween together. This would suggest they were quarantining
together. Olivia’s song is rumored to be about a love triangle between the three singers.
In her song, Olivia sings "And you're probably with that blonde girl / Who always made
me doubt / She's so much older than me / She's everything I'm insecure about," which
could be about Sabrina because she is blonde and four years older than Olivia. Olivia also
sings “I still see your face in the white cars, front yards/Can't drive past the places we used
to go to” which is ironic because Josh has a white car.
Another line in the song is "I guess you didn't mean what you wrote in that song about me"
which could be another clue. This could be referring to Josh’s other songs, “Common
Sense” and “Anyone Else”. "Common Sense" is about the possibility of getting back together
after a breakup, and "Anyone Else" is about an ex moving on and seeing them with another
person. These songs are believed by some to be about Olivia. Some people think the hands
in the music video for “Anyone Else” belong to Sabrina Carpenter.
People also believe that Josh and Sabrina have responded to Olivia’s song with other songs.
Josh’s rumored response song is called “Lie, Lie, Lie” and Sabrina’s responded with her song

“Skin”, although they both denied that the songs were about Olivia. Josh said his song was
about an ex-best friend who kept lying about him behind his back and Sabrina said her
song was about a bunch of situations that got under her skin.
Fans think that “Skin” is directed at Olivia because she sings “Maybe we could've been
friends if I met you in another life” and people think she is talking about Olivia because she
is mad at her. Sabrina also sings “Maybe blonde was the only rhyme, The only rhyme”.
People think she is referencing Olivia’s song because Olivia wrote “And you're probably
with that blonde girl/Who always made me doubt”. Fans think Sabrina is the blonde girl
that Olivia is writing about. Originally, Olivia wrote “brunette girl” but then changed it to
“blonde girl” which causes even more speculation among fans.
Ironically, all three songs came out around the same time. However, Josh said he wrote his
song in the summer of 2020 and his release date was planned for a while so it was just a
coincidence that Sabrina and Olivia both released songs around the same time too.
However, some fans still think that “Lie, Lie, Lie” and “Skin” are about Olivia’s song because
the music video for her song is similar to the ones for Josh’s and Sabrina’s songs. All three
music videos have scenes of the actors doing something in a car like driving it, sitting on
top of it or laying on the seats. Josh’s and Olivia’s music videos also both had scenes where
they were driving with blue and pink lights on their faces.
Additionally, Sabrina sings “I'm happy and you hate it, hate it, oh”. People think she is
saying that Olivia hates it that Sabrina is happy with Josh. Another line in the song says “But
you been telling your side/So I'll be telling mine, oh” which fans think means that she is
going to tell her side of the story because Olivia told her’s. Sabrina also sings “You can
try/To get under my, under my, under my skin/While he's on mine/Yeah, all on my, all on
my, all on my skin”. People think she is taunting Olivia with these lines because she is
saying that she is not going to get hurt by Olivia’s comments. Another thing that people are
saying is Olivia put Sabrina in the spotlight and made her successful because her song
made it to number one on the charts but Sabrina is saying that she earned her success on
her own when she sings “You're putting me in the spotlight/But I've been under it all my
life,…”. Another reference that people are talking about is when Sabrina sings, “Don't drive
yourself insane”. Driving references “Driver’s License”, which is Olivia’s song.
The whole situation involving Sabrina Carpenter, Joshua Bassett, and Olivia Rodrigo is very
intriguing. Fans are going to be decoding the lyrics to every song that the singers release,
trying to find out who the song is about. They are going to become invested in the love

triangle. Fans are so invested right now that they think every song is about the drama even
though the singers have spoken out about what the songs are about. People think they
know what something is really about but they don’t. The only person who knows what it is
actually about is the person involved in the situation so they should stop assuming
everything.

SPORTS
TOM BRADY TAKES HOME SEVENTH SUPER BOWL AND FIFTH
SB MVP
2/15/2021
By Mark Molz
Sports Reporter
Tom Brady did it, again.
With his seventh Super Bowl win on Sunday, February 7th, Tom Brady has officially
solidified himself as the Greatest Quarterback of All Time. In a game where superstar
Patrick Mahomes was leading what seemed to be the invisible Kansas City Chiefs team,
Brady led his first year Buccaneers to their second Super Bowl win in franchise history.
Brady not only beat Mahomes for the second time in the playoffs, with the first one being
in the AFC Championship game back in 2019, he took home the Super Bowl MVP giving him
his fifth total MVP award in the biggest game of the year, a record that will most likely never
be broken. Brady finished the game with a total of 201 yards on 21/29 passing and three
touchdown passes.
Mahomes on the other hand finished the game with a stat line very few individuals were
expecting. He finished with a total of two interceptions, zero passing touchdowns, and a
mere 270 yards. Mahomes was scrambling all night trying to make throws backwards, his
body parallel to the ground as he released it, and with Bucs defenders running full steam at
him not allowing him to create anything special, as he normally does.
With Brady beating Mahomes many people have deemed the GOAT debate out of reach.
Although Mahomes is only 25 years-old and has already appeared in two Super Bowls,
while winning one of them, his one to Brady’s Seven seems all too little.
With a win against Brady many would have dubbed this game as the passing of the torch
from one old great to a new young one headed towards the mountain top. Now it feels as if

Mahomes will be living in the shadow of Brady for his entire career, not unless, of course,
he reaches the unthinkable eight Super Bowls.
To put in perspective at just how impressive Brady’s tenth Super Bowl appearance and
seventh win is, here are some facts (if you haven’t already heard them):
He has just as many NFC Championships as Aaron Rodgers and Drew Brees, one.
He has appeared in 18 percent of all Super Bowls in the history of the NFL
Brady has reached the Super Bowl under four different Presidential administrations.
So what’s next for Timeless Tom?
Although Brady has reached the pinnacle of success time and time again he doesn’t seem
to want to step away just yet. At age 43 Brady seems to be on an unprecedented rate of
success that will only continue to grow in the future. In his post game interview Brady
stated, “We’re coming back. You already know that.”
You would think someone who has more Super Bowl wins than any other franchise in the
history of the
sport would step away from the game while he has seemed to accomplish everything, but
Tom isn’t ready yet. With aspirations to play past his 45th birthday, we could see him
dominating the NFC for years to come.
Mahomes will be waiting for the day he can run the league all by himself, Rodgers is
praying he can win more NFC championships than Brady, and every other team in the NFL
is simply waiting for the day Brady decides to hang them up. For now we can only
appreciate the greatness of Tom and the dominance he brings to the league.
Author’s Notes:
For more information regarding the research of this article please visit the links below.
https://www.espn.com/nfl/game?gameId=401038850
https://www.nbcboston.com/news/sports/nbcsports/tom-brady-wins-fifth-super-bowl-mvpaward-after-buccaneers-beat-chiefs/2296478/
https://www.espn.com/nfl/boxscore?gameId=401220403
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xxrxvgVHBNw
https://www.statista.com/statistics/266516/number-of-super-bowl-wins-by-nfl-team/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eJytEcLIOLU
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